THE WAR AGAINST THE U-BOATS, JANUARY-DECEMBER,   1944

[JULY]

Hitler's submarine fleet failed on all counts in June, 1944. Not
only were the U-boats unable to halt the United Nations' invasion of
the Continent, but their efforts to prevent the necessary supplying of
our constantly-growing Allied army in Europe were made completely
ineffective by our counter-measures.

The U-boats apparently concentrated to the West of the invasion
during the month, relatively few of them being disposed over the
Atlantic. Their sinking of United Nations merchant vessels reached
almost the lowest figure of the entire war. For every United Nations
merchant vessel sunk by German submarines, several times as many
U-boats were sent to the bottom.

Thousands of Allied ships have been moved across the Channel to
Normandy and coast-wise to build up the military forces engaged in
the liberation of Europe. No merchant vessel of this vast concourse
has been sunk by U-boat, with the possible exception of one ship.
In this case doubt exists as to her destruction by U-boat or mine.

This is despite attempts by a substantial force of U-boats to pass
up-Channel from their bases in Norway and France. Such attempts
were, of course, expected, and United States and British air squadrons
of Coastal Command, working in co-operation with the surface forces
of the Allied navies, were ready. From the moment that the U-boats
sailed from their bases they were attacked by aircraft of Coastal
Command. Both aircraft and surface forces followed up sighting
reports, hunting and attacking the U-boats with relentless deter-
mination.

The enemy was thus frustrated by the brilliant and unceasing work
of Coastal Command and the tireless patrols of the surface forces,
and has suffered heavy casualties.

[AUGUST]

The number of German U-boats sunk during the war now exceeds
500. It is therefore understandable that the U-boats still operating
are extremely cautious. Their efforts have been ineffective during
July, a month which has been so important for the success of Conti-
nental operations.

The number of U-boats destroyed has been substantially greater
than the number of merchant ships sunk. Seventeen U-boats have
been sunk while attempting to interfere with our cross-Channel traffic
since the first landing of the Army of Liberation.
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